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TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom with Public Access via YouTube 
https://tinyurl.com/TorridgeYouTube 

 
Thursday, 2 July 2020 - 9.30 am 

 
PRESENT Councillor C Leather (Chair) 
 Councillor M Brown (Vice-Chair) 

 
 Councillors:   P Christie, R Craigie, K James (substitute), R Lock, 

D McGeough (arrived 9.56am and left 10.09am), P Watson and 
R Wiseman 

 
ALSO PRESENT S Harrington - Development Manager 
 S Dorey - Senior Solicitor 
 S Kearney - Planning & Economy Manager 
 K Evely - Planning Officer 
 S Cawsey - Democratic Services Officer 
 M Newcombe - Devon County Highways Officer 

 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Boughton. 
 

  
12.    MINUTES  

 
It was proposed by Councillor Lock, seconded by Councillor Watson and – 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2020  be agreed and signed as a 
correct record. 
 
(Vote: For 7, Abstentions 1) 
 

13.    DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 
The Chair reminded Members to declare their interests when the relevant item was 
up for discussion.  Declarations of interest were made as indicated below and in 
accordance with the previously agreed arrangements for “dual-hatted” Members. 
 

14.    AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I AND II  
 
That the Agenda as circulated be agreed. 
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15.    URGENT MATTERS  
 
There were no urgent matters, but following an enquiry from Councillor Lock 
regarding the announcement from Government re change in planning law, the 
Chair informed Members that following this meeting an update would be given by 
the Development Manager. 
 

16.    FUTURE SITE VISITS  
 
The Chair informed the Committee that there were currently no site visits planned.  
 

17.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
The Chair advised the Committee and members of the public of the details in 
respect of the Council’s public participation scheme.  
 

18.    APPEAL DECISIONS SUMMARY  
 
The Committee noted the Appeal Decisions. 
 

19.    COSTS ON APPEALS  
 
There were no Costs on Appeals. 
 

20.    DELEGATED DECISIONS - AGMB APPLICATIONS  
 
The Committee noted the Delegated Decisions. 
 

21.    PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 
(a)   Application 1/0246/2020/OUT 

 
 The following Councillors had attended the virtual site visit: 

 
Councillors:  M Brown, R Lock, R Wiseman, C Leather, R Craigie and  
P Watson 
 
 
Following the presentation and public participation, Councillor 
McGeough joined the meeting.   He was advised by the Senior 
Solicitor that as he had not been present to hear both the above, he 
would be unable to take part in the debate and decision making of 
this application. 
 
 
Application No. 1/0246/2020/OUT  -  Outline application for 3 no. 
dwellings with all matters reserved except access – re-submission of 
application no. 1/0348/2019/OUT  -  Land South of Rectory Rise, 
Petrockstowe, Devon. 
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Interests:    Councillor Wiseman declared a personal interest – lives 
near to the site. 
 
Officer recommendation:    Grant 
 
The planning application had been called into Plans Committee by 
Councillor Watson for the following reason: 
 
“Further development is unsustainable in this location.   Petrockstowe 
lacks many basic services and already has approval for around 14 
undeveloped dwellings.” 
 
Prior to the presentation the Committee were informed of the 
following updates: 
 

 Two late representations objecting to the application  
 

 A subsequent update from Devon County Highways 
confirming that following further information received, they had 
no objection to the proposal.    

 
The Planning Officer presented the application and advised Members 
of the main planning considerations. 
 
When debating the application, the following issues/concerns were 
raised: 
 

 The principal concern of Members was highway safety relating 
to the access. Councillor Wiseman referred to the Road Safety 
Audit from 2019 and read to the Committee a paragraph 
detailing the concerns of the Auditor and the recommendations 
made.   

 

 To defer the meeting to allow the applicants time to provide a 
further Safety Audit.  The Planning Officer advised that 
although it would not be unreasonable for a deferment, there 
was a minor risk that the applicants could Appeal on the 
grounds of non-determination. 

 

 Safety issue with regard to the access slope – The Planning 
Officer confirmed he had no concerns on this issue. 

 

 Unsustainable location  
 

 Torridge has no five year land supply – the Inspectors 
comments on a recent Appeal Decision were referred to.     
Advice was given by the Development Manager. 

 

 Settlement Classification – Petrockstowe being classed as a 
Rural Settlement.  It had not been classed as a village for two 
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reasons, no shops or school and due to the limited access to 
public transport. 

   
The Development Manager clarified the position with regard to the 
highway issues.  An updated response had been received from 
Devon County Highways who now have no objections.  There are 
some concerns with regard to the additional Safety Audit that is 
required, but as this is likely to be positive Officers felt it appropriate 
to include a pre-commencement condition.   If Members were minded 
to defer the application,  he suggested that it be deferred for two 
cycles to ensure the Audit is available. 
 
The Devon County Highways Officer addressed the meeting and 
explained the reasons for the changes made to their original 
comments, and the need for a further Safety Audit.  He also clarified 
that the Safety Audit is an ongoing process. 
 
The Planning Officer advised that if the application was approved, a 
further Safety Audit would be necessary.  A pre-commencement 
condition could be included which would allow for a road safety 
scheme to be a priority.    He reminded Members that Highways had 
raised no objections to the application.   
 
It was agreed that an additional condition be imposed, namely that a 
further Safety Audit be provided, and that the wording of the 
Condition be delegated to Officers, the Chair and Vice Chair of Plans 
Committee. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Watson, seconded by Councillor Lock 
that the application be approved.    
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie X   

Cllr R Craigie  X  

Cllr K James X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman  X  

 
 
(Vote:  For 6, Against 2) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be Granted subject to the additional condition as 
stated above and the conditions as set out in the report. 
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Cllr M Busby on behalf of Petrockstowe Parish Council addressed the 
Committee  objecting to the application. 
 
Mr S Sherry addressed the Committee  in support of the application 
 
 

22.    PLANNING DECISIONS  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Planning decisions for the period 21 May 2020 to 18 June 2020 be noted. 
 

 
 
The meeting commenced at 9.30am and closed at 10.36am. 
 
 
 
 
Chair:  Date:  
 
 


	Minutes

